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Romance

The Last Night of the Proms,
Eastbourne Bandstand
The Band took to the stage in Eastbourne in early September to
perform a Last Night of the Proms concert. This was our last
concert of the summer season, and as it followed on from our
brief summer recess, we cheated just a little by using more or
less the same repertoire that we played in Mayfield back in July.
Apologies to supporters that attended both concerts, but we
reckon it was good enough to be heard twice.

Save the Date!
High Street
nd

2 Dec 6.30 pm
and 17th Dec 10.30
am
Carols with village
choirs

Speldhurst
Christmas
Concert
rd

3 Dec 8pm
Traditional carol
concert

Mayfield
Christmas Concert
10th Dec 8pm
Traditional
Christmas
Concert

One of the additions to the
repertoire for Eastbourne was
“Romance and Rondo” by
Darroll Barry. This is a great
tune, for solo euphonium, and
soloist Dennis Muggridge took to
the front of the stage to showcase
his immense talent.
Unfortunately, catching flying
music stands is not one of his
talents, and when a sou’westerly
gust nearly took his music away,
Dennis fell quiet. However, the
band played on, and fellow
euphoniumist, Trevor Scott, leapt
(well, sort of leapt) to the rescue,
grabbed the falling stand,
enabling Dennis to continue, and
spent the rest of the performance
on one knee in front of Dennis,
in a fittingly romantic pose!

Our Last Night of the Proms concert
in July was a huge success, enjoyed
by band and audience alike.

Performance of the evening
The award has to go to Sarah Collins, mother of our
young horn player, Lottie, who made these astonishing
fairy cakes. A magnificent effort, and we can only
wonder at how good she might be if she decided to pick
up a cornet and applied the same talent and hard work.
We’ll work on her!

Goodbye…for now
Flugelhorn player Oliver Rudge has now gone off to
university in Birmingham to study mechanical
engineering, so this was his final concert for now. He
played a beautiful solo of “That’ll Do”, a fitting
farewell.

Whose concert is it anyway?
The audience was truly magnificent, and it is
questionable whether or not it should have been the
band paying the entrance fee to listen to the audience,
such was the quality of the singing

The band plays on
We had a lovely full band on the night, and were
delighted to welcome back three of our old girls from
university and beyond - Alice, Daisy and Katie. Hidden
somewhere behind the band is our good friend Kevin,
principal cornet with Oxted band, who helped on the
night, but otherwise this is the full Mayfield Band of
2011.
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From the Archive
Building the Bandroom
The above picture shows bandsmen,
well bandswomen actually, digging the
foundations for the present bandroom
back in 1973. Jill Clark, formerly
Carter, is at the front of the trenching
detail in the fetching bobble hat. The
bandroom was a holiday camp chalet,
which band members assembled and
fitted out themselves on the Court
Meadow site. The fact that it was built
by the band, means that we have a very
special attachment to it.

Mayfield Band 1973
Left to right, BACK ROW– John West, Brian Barton,
Dave Tester, Philip Harris, Ken Russell, Trevor
Bourner, Jonathon Griffiths, Tom Clements, Simon
Clark, David Bourner,
2nd ROW Debbie West, Karen Pratt, Wendy Ayres,
Karen Adams, Mandy Walter, Susan Ginger, Jenny
Pursglove, Jill Clark, Linda Goodhew, Helen
Pursglove, Jane Barker, Sally Pursglove
3rd ROW Maurice Pursglove, Alf Buckwell, Michael
Codd, Ken Rich, Ron Jeffery, Jim Burgess, Ern Bailey
FRONT ROW Adrian Stilwell, Tim Rich, Steve Tester,
David Barker

Safe hands Sophie
And it’s not all about music. Sophie Rudge, our
first cornet player, is a keen footballer. She is the
goalkeeper for Brighton and Hove Albion U17
Girls, and was also a member of the England U15
squad. She also plays jazz trumpet, piano,
mandolin, and bass guitar. More on what else our
players get up to in future editions.
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Fashion through the ages
Anything goes
If you’ve got a hat, you’re in! We’re not sure when
this was taken, but if you’re a keen historian, you’ll
probably be able to pin it down from the outfits
and hats. Probably turn of the century we think.

The military look
The band in the 1920s. We still have that drum in
the bandroom, and probably some of those
instruments too!

The seventies
The most striking thing about this
photograph is the shine on the bandroom
floor. So that dates it to not long after it was
built, in 1973. It’s less shiny now!

The eighties
We’re actually still wearing these jackets today,
so maybe we’re due for a change! This was the
band in 1983 with Musical Director Ken Rich.
The following year, the band played at the
national finals at the Albert Hall. Arguably our
best years in recent history.
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News
With the departure of Ollie Rudge to university,
we find ourselves with another hole in the
Band. We have good youngsters coming
through, but inevitably for such a small village,
the supply of up and coming players tends to be
intermittent. So at the moment, we have a
vacancy on Flugelhorn, and we could always
do with more Cornet players. The good news is
that you may have noticed a new face in
amongst the basses, with the arrival of Graeme
Cutler. We are delighted, and very fortunate to
have Graeme, as he is an ex Royal Marines
musician, and brings a wealth of experience and
professionalism to the Band. His practice
routine puts us all to shame.

probably be doing pretty well within a few
years, and be wishing you’d done it years ago.
Come on. Give it a go, and bring a friend. And
don’t delay, or you may find that it’s too late.
Beginners welcome.
………………….
Jo Rees, who started with the band as a
youngster, and still plays with us whenever she
returns to the village to visit her family, has just
given birth to her first baby, Samuel Frederic. It
may be a few years before he is playing with us,
but I’m sure Jo will put a cornet in his hands as
soon as possible. Many congratulations to Jo
and husband Nic.
……………………

Nonetheless, the Band is definitely shrinking
at the moment, and we are desperate for new
players. We continue to be involved with the
local schools, but as with Ollie and others
before him, the youngsters have a habit of
getting older, and then leaving. Even our older
players are in the habit of getting older, with
several of them the wrong side of 70. So what
we really need are adult learners now, so that in
three or four years time they are becoming
competent players ready to fill the gap left by
retirees and young leavers. If we don’t achieve
this now, then there will inevitably come a time
within the next few years when we can no
longer function.

The Youth Band, which currently has 11
players with a an age range of 8 to 16, recently
raised £112 for CLIC Sargent cancer care, with
a sponsored practice-a-thon.
Welcome to Amy Smith from Mayfield, who
has just joined the band, and is already doing
really well. Keep it up Amy, and we hope you
enjoy your time with the band.
…………………….
Recommended listening
Cory band, one of the top bands in the UK,
have released an album of Cornet and
Flugelhorn solos and duets, called “Two part
Invention”. It’s where we heard the Flugelhorn
solo “That’ll Do” featured in our Proms
concert, but they do a slightly better job of it if
we’re honest. Available from
www.4barsrest.com at £12.95.

How many times do you hear someone say: “I
wish I could play the piano”, or “I wish I’d
stuck at my lessons when I was younger”? Well
here is the perfect opportunity to turn back the
years and learn a new instrument. You’ll
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Winter’s coming
It won’t be long before the village is looking like
this again. Have you seen the berries on the
Holly?! We braved a complete white out last year
to play carols in the village, and it’s looking like
we may have to do so again. So, if we’re there,
make sure you are too.

Contact details
Secretary: Simon Rudge 872007
rudgescaos@tesco.net
www.mayfieldband.com
Practice times
Senior band Fridays 8 – 10pm
Youth band Fridays 7.15 – 8pm
Beginners
Fridays 6.45 – 7.15pm
The Bandroom, Court Meadow
(behind the Memorial Hall)

Mayfield Band 2011
Back and middle row, left to right
Janet Blackford, Roy Fuller (Musical Director),
Simon Rudge, Katherine Scrace, Graeme Cutler,
Julie Scrace, Ollie Rudge, Sally Cyster (nee Pursglove),
Daisy Browne, Emma Fuller, Doug Blackford, Alice Rudge, Nikki Small, Dennis Muggridge, Katie Holland,
Adrian Murrell, Roger Salwey, Jenny Pursglove, Trevor Scott, Maurice Pursglove
Kneeling
Saskia Salwey, Lottie Collins, Claudia Salwey, Emily Hutton
Interesting to note that there are 24 players, but only 13 families represented, illustrating that banding is very much a family
affair, and consequently a very close and friendly activity.

