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A time to wave the flag
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The year has turned out to be an endless series of national celebrations and
events, with the Jubilee, Euro 2012, the Olympics, Paralympics and Cultural
Olympiad, and coupled with our many village events here in Mayfield, our
flags and bunting are in danger of wearing out. The weather has been
doing it’s very best to get in the way, but so far it’s just been a nuisance,
and everything has gone ahead, with just a few last minute changes to
plan. The Jubilee celebrations were fantastic, and whilst a street party on a
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balmy summer’s afternoon would have been great, our Memorial Hall/Car
Park party came a very close second. Everybody was determined to have
a great day, and the Band were delighted to do their bit and provide the
music for some spirited patriotic singing. And in case you thought it was all
over, you’re in luck, because our Last Night of the Proms concert is just a
few weeks away, giving you yet another opportunity to wave your flags,
enjoy some great music, have a Pimm’s, and sing along in celebration of
our great musical heritage.

“Brass Bands are all very well
in their place – outdoors and
several miles away”
Sir Thomas Beecham
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10 good reasons to join
Mayfield Youth Band
1.

Music makes you smarter

2. Playing in public makes you
braver
3. Improves concentration
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From the
archive

This is an interesting one, and maybe the local historians amongst you
could put a date on it. From the clothes of the passer by, it looks as if it
might be the 1930s, but there’s Union Jack bunting up as well, so
maybe it was a royal occasion? That looks like a Morris dancer behind
the band. The positioning of the Post Office may help to place it. As for
the band, the euphonium player in the foreground appears to have
come to a halt, which makes us wonder whether we would have seen
a pile of bodies on the ground as they all clattered into the back of
him, had the picture had been taken two seconds later. What is nice of
course, is that not much has changed in Mayfield, and this is an image
not far removed from this year’s Mayfair, when a small group of us led
the procession up the High Street.

We think this one was taken in
1924, following a contest in
Calverley gardens in Tunbridge
Wells, where we won the march
prize in front of an audience of
5000. Thanks to our former musical
director, Ken Rich, we have a
record of the names of most of
these players
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Band News
The year so far
It’s been a busy year so far,
and whilst we couldn’t make it
to the spring contest in
Ringmer, we’ve still had plenty
to do.
Our first concert of the year was
our regular fundraiser for
Hospice in the Weald, at the
United Reform Church in

Music. She will now spend the

7.30. There will be a Pimm’s bar,
and tickets will be available
from The Shoppping Basket and

summer in Nablus, Palestine,
where she will be teaching
music to underprivileged

the Post Office. Bring along your
Jubilee flags and hats, and
have a great night out.

youngsters, before returning to
take a Masters in Music and
Development at SOAS in
London. Alice started with the

Then, after our summer break,
we’ll be having a fundraising
quiz, on the 29th September.
We’ve decided it’s time to get
our crusty old jackets replaced,
so do come along and support
us. Details to follow.

Crowborough. This is one we
always enjoy, as it’s a lovely
building with a great acoustic,
and we have a free hand in

Welcome

the repertoire. The concert
raised over £500 for this very
deserving cause. Try and come

McGarvey and Angie Teale.
Gordon used to play many
years ago with the Salvation

along next year if you’ve not
been before.

Army in the North East, and
Angie is returning to the band
after a break to bring up her
young family. We’re hoping

Since then, we’ve been in St
Dunstan’s for the St George’s
Day service, and in a rare
break in the weather, we
provided the accompaniment
for an outdoor Songs of Praise
in the convent garden for
Churches Together. Fetes in
Rotherfield, Mark Cross and
Mayfield have ensued, plus of
course our fantastic Jubilee
celebration, which was a real
joy to be a part of.

Coming up
Next up is our big summer “Last
Night of the Proms” concert on
the 21st July, in which we will
also be featuring a selection of
music celebrating England – it’s
places, composers, and it’s
spirit. It’s an 8pm start at the
4

Memorial Hall, doors open at

band when she was 11, and
quickly became a much valued
and versatile player, playing
baritone, horn, and flugelhorn.
She is also an accomplished folk
fiddler.
Living proof that music makes
you brainier!!!

We are delighted to welcome
two new players, Gordon

there are a few more of you out
there, as we are still in urgent
need of new players.

Congratulations
to Alice Rudge, who has just
graduated from King’s College,
Cambridge with a degree in

Good luck
to one of our up and coming
young cornet players, Saskia
Salwey, who has recently sat
her grade 5 theory exam, which
hopefully will be a pathway to
greater things.

Recommended listening
English Music for Brass
This CD features John Ireland’s “A
Downland Suite”, which is a fantastic
piece written for the National Brass
Band championship in 1932. It’s a
sunnily bucolic musical picture of the
Sussex Downs, and as it’s far too
difficult for us to play, you can enjoy
it on this CD, together with some
great Vaughan Williams and Elgar.
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